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On the Legal Status of Registry of Shareholders ZHOU You - 93 -+

The 2023 Company Law of the People’s Republic of China attempts to strengthen the legal status of the
registry of shareholders in equity changes, especially the statement in Article 86 (2) that “the assignee may
assert shareholder rights against the company from the time it is recorded in the registry of shareholders”,
which has sparked heated discussions. However, whether from the perspective of the regulatory system or ju-
dicial practice, the registry of shareholders should not have a right-setting nature. Although the registry of
shareholders does not have the function of right-setting, it should indeed be regarded as the primary certifica-
tion document in the context of organizational law. Compared to other documents such as capital contribution
certificates, company registrations, and articles of association, the registry of shareholders has stronger speci-
ficity in handling the relationships between companies and shareholders, as well as between shareholders
themselves. The registry of shareholders can also play a more crucial role in optimizing corporate governance
and protecting shareholder rights and interests. In order to strengthen the legal status of the registry of share-
holders, the rules of the registry of shareholders need to be further improved in terms of the procedural re-
quirements for production and preparation, the legal consequences of failure to prepare in accordance with
the law, and the remedies for defective records.

Key Words Registry of Shareholders; Equity Changes; Certificates of Rights; Presumed Effective-
ness; Legal Relationship of the Company

Zhou You, Ph.D. in Law, Associate Professor of Law School of Central University of Finance and Eco-

nomics.

Procedural Realization of the Action for Revocation of Company Resolutions

Jrom the Perspective of the New Company Law DING Jinyu + 107 -

Article 26 of China’s Company Law stipulates that a lawsuit for the revocation of a corporate resolution
constitutes a formative action in substantive law. A final judgment rendered by the court to revoke a corporate
resolution shall have formative effect under substantive law. In procedural law, although the lawsuit for revo-
cation of a corporate resolution exhibits characteristics similar to necessary joint litigation, the res judicata
effect of its judgment should adopt a unilateral expansion model. When the plaintiff shareholder prevails in
the prior action, the res judicata may extend to non-parties who did not participate in the litigation. However,
if the prior judgment dismisses the claim for revoking the corporate resolution, the strict legal consequence of
res judicata expansion would restrict or even deprive non-parties of their statutory right to be heard. There-
fore, shareholders who did not actually participate in the prior action shall enjoy independent procedural
safeguards in subsequent litigations and have the right to challenge the validity of the corporate resolution a-
gain based on other grounds of defect. To address the potential risk of abuse of shareholders’ right to sue un-
der the unilateral expansion model, the “double exclusion periods” stipulated in Paragraph 2 of Article 26 of
the Company Law can be used for regulation. Additionally, the procedural participation and safeguards for
non-party interested persons should be further strengthened to achieve a dynamic balance between corporate
governance efficiency and shareholder rights protection.

Key Words Right to Annul a Company Resolution; Similar Necessary Joint Action; Formative Law-
suit; Expansion of Res Judicata
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