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Abstract: Many scholars places legal institutions originated from foreign countries in a peculiar para-
digm of comparison, in which Chinese institutions are gauged by “international standards” and are
improved only through eliminating the differences found. Through revisiting three important
questions raised in Professor Liufang FANG's article, 1 criticize the paradigm of comparison. The
“language game” approach used by Prof. FANG in examining the origins of the concept of corpora-
tion is groundbreaking. The article has made significant contributions to the study of legal history,
opened new horizons in comparative law, and is inspiring in solving some contemporary problems of
law and development. By examining the real consequences of transplanting an institution in China,
Professor FANG has transcended the functionalist approach. His work not only advances the study of
corporate law, but also helps China avoid the pitfalls of the poverty of imagination.

Key Words: comparative law, functionalism, language games, legal history
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