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The Path of Shareholder’s Common Benefit Rights to Realize Corporate

Social Responsibility

Chen Jingshan

Abstract: The General Provisions of Civil Law and Company Law has clearly stipulated the company's
social responsibility. Since then, it has established the discourse power of corporate social responsibility
and gives other countries legislative reference and enlightenment. The conflict between corporate social
responsibility, profitability of the company and shareholders' interests has been researched for about a
century. When the corporate social responsibility and the shareholder's self-benefit rights are consistent with
each other, the multiplicative effect can be obtained. When there is a conflict, it is necessary to be relieved by
the shareholder’s common benefit rights. However, the academics has not fully realized the function of the
shareholder’s common benefit rights in the aspect of realizing corporate social responsibility. It is necessary
to reconsider the traditional theory of the nature of legal person's equity and analyze the connotation of
shareholder's common benefit rights, so as to prove the institutional function of shareholder's common benefit
rights in preventing the abuse of the corporate social responsibility. And based on this, the corporate social
responsibility system will be reestablished from the perspective of company law’s application.

Keywords: Corporate Social Responsibility; Common Benefits, Legal Nature of Equity; Corporate

Governance
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