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Abstract  In the recent revision of Chinese Company Law most of the provisions in
the Chapter on General Provisions of the Law have been extracted from the Law and moved to
the General Provisions of the Civil Law and the remaining provisions are no longer able to per—
form the function as general rules. From the comparative law perspective different countries
have different legislative experiences of company law because of their different understandings of
commercial organizations. Anglo-American law countries adopt separate legislations on compa—
nies and on partnerships and influenced by their legislative tradition generally adopt no gener—
al provisions in these laws. Continental law countries generally have general provisions on legal
persons in their Civil Codes and countries where civil law is separated from commercial law al—
so have general provisions in their commercial codes. In Japan after the Company Law became
independent from the Commercial Code general provisions on companies in the Commercial
Code have been transplanted into the Company Law. From the perspective of the development
history of enterprises and the structure of corporate legal forms sole proprietorships or partner—
ships are alternative organizations to enterprises in which shareholders assume unlimited liabil—-
ity. In the future reconstruction of the company law China should transform sole proprietorships
and partnerships into unlimited liability companies limited partnership companies limited lia—
bility partnerships etc. and integrate the relevant provisions into the codified company law. It
should also learn from the Japanese legislative experience and reconstruct the future general
principles of the Company Law on the basis of the general principles of commercial law advoca—

ted by scholars.
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