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A Theoretical Research on the Beneficiary Right of Personal Insurance Contracts
—With additional elaboration on the execution protection and limitation of the beneficiary right
LI Li' XU Chongmiao®
(1. Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875;2. China Life Insurance Company Limited Beijing 100033)

Abstract: The Beneficiary right is a critical theoretical issue in the life insurance contract relating to the value ori—
entation and essential framework of national insurance legislative system. There are multiple provisions on beneficia—
ry rights in China’ s Insurance Law but there are still some disputes. Interpretation III of the Supreme People’ s
Court on Several Issues Concerning the Application of the Insurance Law of the People’ s Republic of China adopt-
ed at the on September 21 2015 ( hereinafter referred to as Interpretation III) has shown great concerns about this
issue in some provisions. However many problems remain unsettled some even leading to controversy due to insuf—
ficient study on the theory of beneficiary right. This article researched thoroughly the theoretical foundation and ap-
plication scope of beneficiaries and beneficiary law supported by identifying legitimately its connotation and exten—
sion definitions. Concerning the differences of the legislation system in various countries and experts’ academic
points the beneficiary right was discussed further in its basic theories such as characteristics formation changes
and fulfillment. This article presented on the question of how to restrict and prioritize the protection of beneficiary
right on the basis of the legislative and judicial practices in other countries. The aim is to improve the legislation of
Insurance Law provide theoretical support to the interpretation of beneficiary right and guide on settling insurance
contract disputes.
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